Ottawa Fire Department

City of Ottawa, Kansas

RIDE-ALONG PROGRAM
· The ride-along program allows citizens to accompany the fire department and to observe         fire department activities. The observer must act in a business and professional manner at all times during the ride-along.

· The fire chief or his designee may ask for a record check on any applicant for a ride-along and may not ride unless approval is granted.  A waiver must also be signed by the ride-along.

· The ride-along shall be appropriately dressed; no holes in clothes, no logos or advertisements shall be displayed on clothing.  Slacks, jeans, and skirts with collared shirts and blouses are acceptable.  If dress is not acceptable, the ride-along will be cancelled for that person by the on-duty supervisor.

· Ride-along shall not interfere with the duties of the fire department they are riding with, nor shall they converse with victims, suspects or witnesses.  
· Safety of non-firefighting personnel is our primary concern. Do not handle any firefighting equipment.
Confidentiality Agreement

I hereby understand that all forms of confidential or otherwise sensitive information obtained by me in any form during my contact with the Ottawa Fire Department or any other emergency service provider will not be disseminated in any form unless authorized by the authority having jurisdiction.  This also includes following any and all guidelines outlined in HIPAA.  

Any violation of these terms may result in legal action.  By signing this agreement, I hereby agree to follow all written and verbal terms.      

Signature: ________________________________________
Date: ______________

Name: 

Print Name

_________________________

Tim C. Matthias or designee
Fire Chief
City of Ottawa

Ottawa Fire Department

City of Ottawa, Kansas

LIABILITY RELEASE

I, the undersigned, voluntarily agree to participate in the City of Ottawa, Kansas Fire Department’s ride-along program.  I fully realize there could be a danger associated with this activity and I fully accept this responsibility.  Furthermore, I agree that I will not participate in any activity that I am not capable of performing.  I will advise the Supervisor I am riding with of any personal limitations that may affect the safety of either.

I, therefore, release the City of Ottawa, its employees and agents from any and all claims or liabilities resulting from any injury or damage to my person or property.

Date: _______________

Print name: ______________________________________






Signature: _______________________________________
Address: _______________________________________

City: ______________________________State: _________ Zip: __________

Phone: _________________________

FOR USE WHEN MINORS RIDE-ALONG
Date: __________________

Name of Minor (print): ____________________________________
Name of Parent/Guardian (print): ____________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________________

_________________________________


______________________________

Tim C. Matthias or designee




Shift Supervisor
Fire Chief
